
blood, but shall, previous to absorption, possess the properties
which will constitute it the proper stimulus to tho functional
activity of the lactcals, it would appear to be necessary that each
distinct substance taken as food should be furnished, not with its
simple chemical solvent, but with that peculiar form of solvent or
ferment which alone can carry it through those molecular changes
which shall terminate in the production of healthy chyle. Hence
we should infer that a substance was digestible or indigestible
just in proportion to the provision that is made for its reduc-
tion to the standard of healthy chyle, and that substances which
have hitherto been incapable of affording any nutrition whatever,
may at some future day be rendered highly nutritious, simply by
adding to them suitable ferments, artificially obtained or otherwise,
that shall secure their passage through the proper molecular chan-
ges. Indeed, I think this subject opens up to us that very wide
field of inquiry, as to whether the cause and prevention of disease,
and the beneficial administration of remedies, may not, for the
most part, if not entirely, be dependent on the action of substan-
ces analogous to such bodies as ptyaline, pepsin, cerealin, &c,
acting in concord with, or retarding and opposing the vital func-
tions of tissues ; and that by more profound inquiry in this field
of research, the physiologist and the pathologist may not at a fu-
ture day lay the foundation of true scientific Medicine.—London
Medical Times and Gazette.

BibliographicalNotices.

Leidy's Elementary Treatise on Human Anatomy.\p=m-\(Correction.)
In a late number of this Journal (Nov. 8th) some mis-statements

were made with regard to Wilson's System of Anatomy. The error
arose from our having consulted only the older edition (1854) of the
work. The edition of 1859 contains 146 more plates, and 43 more
pages, of a closer type, than the earlier ones ; making, in all, an oc-
tavo volume of 598 pages, with 397 illustrations.
The preface states that it contains one fourth more matter, and we

have no doubt this is the truth. The work has been revised by the
author ; many parts—as the Origin of Muscles—re-written ; much
added incidentally, in the text, on new microscopic and other rela-
tions ; and a new introduction on the Elements prepared, by the pre-
sent editor, Dr. Gobrecht.
To specify briefly some of the more important additions in illustra-

tion. On Osteology, we have new plates of the lacunee, the perios-
teum, the epiphyses, the spinal column, and the growth and develop-
ment of the os innominatum, and of teeth. The costo-sternal articu-
lations ; the ocular fascia ; the muscles of the nose and perinceum ;
the spermatic canal; thesaphenous opening; the valves of veins, and
the course of the internal saphenous, are freshly represented. There
are several new cuts on the cncephalon, and the eye and ear ; the gau-
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glia of the sympathetic ; the mediastina ; the supra-renal capsules ;
the kidneys ; erectile tissue, and the uterus. As a rule, the new illus-
trations relate more to histology. The wood engraving is a little su-
perior to that of the old edition, but is inferior to the English one.
Wilson pursues the same arrangement as formerly. The text on

particular bones, as the temporal, for instance, is the same ; the veins
also seem identical in description, with other editions, except that
their intimate structure is treated of at greater length. The whole
nervous system is little, if at all, altered. Some muscles—as the pec-
toral—are better described than formerly ; and obviously, many of
them are re-written. The muscular fibres of the uterus, and the mi-
croscopic anatomy and appearance of the spleen and supra-renal
bodies, are new. Much has been added on the mucous glands of the
mouth and pharynx, the epithelia of the alimentary tract, and the in-
testinal glands. In fact, these form almost a new chapter by them-
selves. The typography and paper are equal to the former editions.
Thus this standard text-book of our schools, it will be seen, has been
brought up to the times, enlarged, and every way improved.D . W. C.
Ophthalmic Hospital Reports.
The eleventh No. of the Ophthalmic Hospital Reports, published in

London, under the auspices of the surgeons of the Royal London
Ophthalmic Hospital, fully sustains the very high character of the
previous numbers. The articles comprised in it are remarkable
for originality and clear good sense, and several of them are of rare
value.
The editor, Mr. Streatfeild, himself contributes some of the most inte-

resting papers, all of them showing accuracy of observation and novel
and skilful applications of ingenious methods of overcoming difficul-
ties and attaining brilliant results, in what would have been regarded,
not twenty years since, as hopeless cases. His explanations of his
operation for "Corelysis," or "pupil opening," in cases of partial
or complete occlusion of the pupil, by division of the adhesions con-
necting its edge with the cornea, the iris, or with false membranes,
and the statement of the results obtained, are very satisfactory. The
staff of the Hospital are to be congratulated on having such a repre-
sentative in the editorial field, and, on the other hand, Mr. Streatfeild
may be felicitated on the fellowship of such coadjutors as those who
share with him the honor of contributing to fill the pages of the jour-
nal which he conducts with so much talent.
So great an impulse has been given to ophthalmic surgery by the

invention, within a brief period, of improved instruments, and ingeni-
ous modifications of operative measures, and by the application of the
ophthalmoscope to the study of the formerly hidden and obscure dis-
eases of the deeper parts of the eye, that the publications relating to
this branch of our art show as marked an advance over those of
only a quarter of a century ago, as do the treatises on physiology
compared with works published before the discovery of the circula-
tion of the blood.
Such a journal, embodying everything which may increase our

knowledge of ophthalmic affections, is much needed, and should be ex-
tensively patronized and read. W.
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